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The debate about good and bad has been persistent and has continued over the last centuries. Man is neither innately good nor bad, but they are somewhere in between. As Stafford (2013) explains, this topic has been debated for thousands of years, and yet, people still ask the same questions.  According to Razzetti (2019), the issue of whether a man is bad or good has continued for many years and the world is still divided into two camps, based on Thomas Hobbes and Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s arguments. From Hobbes’ perspective, human beings are bad “nasty and brutish” and society has a role to shape how they behave through rules (Razzetti, 2019). Rousseau’s argued, on the other hand, that people are innately good “pure and gentle” and instead, blamed society for corrupting them (Razzetti, 2019). However, I think that people are neither entirely good nor bad as the two arguments show.
People become who they are as a result of influence from numerous factors ranging from society to personal experiences. Someone who is bad can become good and change and vice versa. Different elements in society play a critical role in shaping an individual’s behavior. This includes religion or faith. The role of spirituality is important because it helps guide people on what is bad and good. In most cases, the first impulse that guides human beings is wrong and without something to help them see the impact of their decision like religion, they may end up doing something bad. Evil normally comes at leisure. This is why religion can help someone control their action because there are numerous things that are barred by religion including partying and many forms of leisure that may lead one to commit evil. People are manipulated into making wrong or good decisions by the circumstances they find themselves in. Therefore, religious people find it easy to resist the temptation that may lead them to commit evil.
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